
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Colin Webster  
 
The Bible is quite different from any other religious writing. It was written over a 

period spanning 1,500 years by over 40 different authors - a fact that sets it apart 

from other religious books. It is the bestselling book of all time and has transformed 

Isn't the Bible  
made up from 

mans imagination?  



the lives of millions of people. But has the Bible simply been invented from the mind 

of man? Let’s consider this possibility.  

It is interesting to note that religious writings from many other major world religions 

have been written by, or based upon the teaching of, one person. As I am sure you 

would agree it is easy for one person to ‘invent’ a concept and for that concept to be 

reasonably consistent throughout, for the author only has his own imagination to 

contend with. But imagine the problems that would arise when dealing with 40 

different authors!  

40 Different Authors 
Consider for a moment asking 40 different people to write a book about God - what 

do you suppose that God would look like at the end of the exercise? I believe you 

would get 40 different gods because each of those authors would have their own idea 

of the kind of God they want to invent. As I’m sure you would agree, it is far easier for 

one man to write consistently on such a topic than several different authors, as 

conflicting ideas and concepts would be sure to creep in.  

Yet this I believe is just one of the pieces of evidence that points to the Bible being 

truly authentic as the Word of God. For many of the Bible’s authors lived at different 

times in history and came from different social backgrounds, and yet all of them have 

written consistently about the character, nature, purposes and plans of God. This, I 

believe, was no fluke or mere coincidence! Logically speaking, how could 40 different 

authors (many of whom had never met each other) come up with a God whose 

character and purposes have not changed over such a vast period of time? Surely this 

would only be possible if the information came from one source – one mind. What 

might that source be? I believe it stands to reason that the source must have come 

from God himself, who alone is unchanging year after year, decade after decade, 

generation after generation.  



I’m sure that some sceptics will claim that one author simply copied the ideas from 

their predecessor, but if that were the case then flaws would begin to appear very 

early on. Let me give a modern analogy of this: I have heard that avid followers of TV 

soap operas can tell when there is a new scriptwriter because the scriptwriter 

inevitably ends up changing the character in the soap ever so slightly. This is because 

the scriptwriter has his or her own ideas to bring to that character.  

A television documentary featuring the actor Leslie Grantham, who played the ‘East 

Enders’ character ‘Dirty Den’ highlights this very point. In an interview Leslie 

Grantham  said that originally his character was quite a pleasant chap, but then some 

new scriptwriters came in, who happened to be women. Grantham said that from this 

point on, his character began to be ‘nasty’ because the scriptwriters were taking their 

worst experiences of men and incorporating them into his TV soap character. So, by 

changing the scriptwriter you inevitably change the character they are writing about, 

because it comes from another person’s imagination, and the new writer brings in his 

or her own opinions to bear on the invented character!  

Yet this sort of change is certainly not reflected in the Bible. So, what enabled 40 

authors over a 1,500 year period to write so consistently about the character and 

purposes of God? I firmly believe that the only plausible explanation is that God 

himself was influencing those human writers. This is a claim backed up by the Apostle 

Peter who wrote the following concerning the true source of inspiration for the Bible: 

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the 

prophet's own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, 

but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:20, 

21 (NIV)  



Elsewhere the Apostle Paul said: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 

teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God 

may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16, 17 (NIV)  

Scripture testifies that the Bible is not a man-made idea dreamt up to give us a cosy 

feeling that we are not alone in the universe (as some have tried to claim). Rather, it 

is a book given to us by an eternally unchanging God who has chosen to reveal himself 

to us.  

Predictive element 
There is of course another unique feature of the Bible which again sets it apart from 

other religious writings and that is its predictive element. In other words the 

foretelling of an event long before it actually happens. This is known as the 

prophetic element of scripture. There are many examples of prophecy in the Bible, 

most of which surround the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

It has been estimated that the probability of all the 61 major prophecies of the 

coming Messiah being met in one man is the equivalent to a 1000,000,000,000,000 to 

1 chance! Just to give you an idea of how vast that is, the probability of a person 

winning the National Lottery is only a 14,000,000 to 1 chance. Pretty slim, you would 

have to agree! The prophetic accuracy of the Bible is therefore yet another evidence 

pointing to its source originating from a transcendent God. 

“Ok” I hear you say, “...but humans wrote the Bible none the less, so it is still written 

by man isn’t it?” Yes, in a way it is, but God did not use these men like typewriters. In 

other words he did not by-pass their human characters and personalities but rather 

God knew exactly how those human personalities would write. Let me explain what I 

mean: 



Imagine a stained-glass window that depicts a beautiful country scene in bright 

colours. Do you think the creator of that picture had an idea as to what he wanted 

the finished product to look like? Of course he did. The artist knew that a blue piece 

of glass would produce the right effect as it was struck by sunlight to create the 

image of water in the finished picture. He also knew that sunlight reflecting through 

green glass would produce a green field. The same sunlight was hitting the different 

colours of glass, but producing exactly the right image at the other end. In a similar 

way the different writers of the Bible are like those different colours of glass, each 

one with their own unique qualities and personalities. God, by means of His Holy 

Spirit, touched those different writers hearts (like the coloured pieces of glass being 

struck by sunlight) in order to produce exactly the image that he wanted at the other 

end, namely the Bible. 

Summary 
There are many other evidences that convince me that the Bible is not just a dreamt 

up story from the mind of a man. These include it’s historicity with regards to the 

origins of the Jewish people, the numerous amounts of archaeological evidence which 

support its historical claims and the impact that the Word of God has had upon 

millions of Christians throughout history who accepted, after looking at the evidence, 

that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.   

Might I therefore urge you to read it for yourself and ask the living God to impact your 

life as you read His word?  

For information on courses exploring Christianity contact 

colin.webster@cornerstonechurch.co.uk  
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